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Pentagon Building 

Pentagon Building is one of the largest office buildings in the world. It houses the headquarters of the Department of Defense 
of the United States government. The building lies on the west bank of the Potomac River in Arlington, Virginia, across from 
Washington, D.C. 
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Built in the form ofa pentagon, or five-sided figure, the building has five concentric rings connected by 10 spokelike corridors. 
It has five floors, a mezzanine, and a basement. The building covers 29 acres (12 hectares) and has about 3,706,000 square feet 
(344,300 square meters) ofoffice and other space. The outermost waH of the concrete structure is faced with Indiana limestone. 
The building is surrounded by 200 acres (81 hectares) oflawn and terraces. Adjacent parking areas cover 67 acres (27 hectares) 
and can hold about 10,000 vehicles. The lagoon at the building's river entrance was formed by excavation and juncture with the 
river. 

About 23,000 people work in the building. Most of them work for the departments of the Army, Navy, or Air Force, or the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense. About half of them are civilians. 

The Pentagon Building has one of the world's largest private telephone systems and the largest pneumatic tube system. 
Pneumatic tubes transport letters and other such materials by means ofair pressure. The building also has many shops, several 
cafeterias and restaurants, a radio and television station, a bank, a medical dispensary, a post office, and a heliport. 

Army engineers began building the Pentagon in September 1941 and completed it by January 1943. It was built to house the 
scattered offices ofthe War Department under one roof. The building cost $83 million. 
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Picture 
Pentagon after the September II terrorist attack 

On Sept. 11,2001, the Pentagon Building was damaged in the worst terrorist attack in U.S. history. Terrorists in a hijacked 
commercial jetliner deliberately crashed into the Pentagon, cutting a gash in one side of the building and setting it on fire. Two 
other planes crashed into the two towers ofthe World Trade Center in New York City. A fourth hijacked plane crashed in 
Pennsylvania. Thousands of people died as a result of the attacks. A memorial to the victims of the Pentagon attack was 
dedicated on Sept. 11,2008. See also ~tember II terrorist attacks. 
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U.S. secretary of defense flag 

Defense, Department of, is an executive department of the United States government. The Department ofDefense directs the 
operations ofthe nation's anned forces, including the Anny, Navy, and Air Force. 

The department's leaders also advise the president on military matters. The department headquarters are in the Pentagon 
Building, which is in Arlington, Virginia, near Washington, D.C. The department's Web site at http://www.defense.gov/ 
presents infonnation on its activities. 

Organization. The Department ofDefense is headed by the secretary ofdefense. The department also includes (1) the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, (2) the military departments, and (3) the unified combatant commands. 

The secretary ofdefense is a member of the president's Cabinet. The secretary is a civilian and is appointed by the president 
with approval of the United States Senate. The secretary's assistants deal with such matters as acquiring and building weapons, 
developing and protecting military communications systems, gathering intelligence, planning strategy, and preventing the 
spread ofnuclear weapons. The secretary ofdefense and the assistants of the secretary are supported in their work by a number 
ofagencies ofthe Department ofDefense. 

The secretary is a member of the National Security Council and the North Atlantic Council. The National Security Council, 
part of the Executive Office of the President of the United States, advises the president on a wide range of security issues. The 
North Atlantic Council directs the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a defense alliance to which the United States 
belongs. The secretary ofdefense maintains close contact with top officials in other parts of the U.S. government, especially 
the Department of State. 

The Joint Chiefs ofStaff (JCS) consists ofa chainnan, a vice chainnan, the chiefs of staff of the Anny and Air Force, the 
Navy's chief of naval operations, and the commandant of the Marine Corps. The JCS is the top military staff of the secretary of 
defense. Members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff serve as military advisers to the president, the National Security Council, and the 
secretary of defense. 

The military departments are the departments of the Anny, Navy, and Air Force. The Marine Corps is included in the 
Department of the Navy. Each military department is headed by a civilian secretary who administers the department under the 
authority, direction, and control of the secretary of defense. The military departments organize, train, equip, and maintain the 
readiness of their forces. 

The unified combatant commands carry out military missions. They consist of large forces from more than one branch of the 
U.S. military. 

History. In ]789, Congress established the Department of War to administer and conduct military affairs. In ] 798, Congress 
separated the naval forces from the land forces, creating the Department of the Navy. The secretaries of both the Department of 
War and the Department of the Navy were Cabinet members who reported directly to the president. 

During World War II (1939-] 945), President Franklin D. Roosevelt directed United States combat forces through a Joint 
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Chiefs of Staff, which functioned without a fonnal charter. The United States anned services cooperated with one another 
through unified commands that operated overseas. At home, however, the Anny and Navy competed for scarce personnel and 
materials. The Anny Air Forces also pressed for equal status with the Army and Navy. 

The National Security Act of 1947 created the National Military Establishment. It was headed by a secretary ofdefense and 
had three military departments. The Department ofWar became the Department of the Army. The Army Air Forces became a 
separate service under a new Department of the Air Force. The Navy and Marine Corps continued under the Department of the 
Navy. 

The secretary ofdefense became a member of the Cabinet and fonnulated general policies and programs for the National 
Military Establishment. The heads of the military departments also served on the Cabinet. In 1947, Congress formally chartered 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

In 1949, Congress set up the Department of Defense to replace the National Military Establishment. Congress removed the 
heads of the military departments from the Cabinet and provided that the military departments be administered separately under 
the direction of the secretary ofdefense. 
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